pp 646 £40 ISBN 0433-20332-3 London: William Heinemann Medical 1985 This book has been written with the trainee nephrologist in mind. In 24 chapters it covers a broad range of subjects of clinical relevance, most written by authors with established reputations in their field. Few renal physicians will doubt the relevance of physiology to renal medicine, but any who do will enjoy Dr N Jones's review of renal physiology. This is followed by reviews of renal radiology and radioisotope techniques, both of which emphasize the underlying physiology.
Further chapters cover the usual range of renal disorders, including acute and chronic renal failure, and I particularly enjoyed 'Urinary Obstruction' by Dr A J Williams, 'Renal Disease and Systemic Disorders' by Dr V Parsons, and 'The Kidcney in Pregnancy' by Professor G Aber. Dr Barrett's chapter 'The Kidney in Childhood' was a delight to read, and illustratedc by some remarkableclinical photographs.
At a price of £40 this book is likely to be found on the personal shelves of few trainees in nephrology, but it has no equal as a basic text for general physicians with an interest in nephrology. I suspect that every renal physician will regard it as an essential part of his library -to be lent out frequently. It should be in every hospital library. The text style is readable, and I appreciated the liberal use of tables, line drawings, clinical photographs and radiographs. I hope that this will be the first of many editions. D At £200 these two volumes are not cheap. But it must be remembered that would-be purchasersbe they trainees or established surgeons -will be acquiring them largely as a 'very present help in times of need'. In a busy surgical practice such resorts will be not infrequent by day and night, and so they can rest assured that, long before the work becomes outdated, they will have had their money's worth out of their investment, many times over. -8055-3868-5 Basel: Karger 1984 In their preface to this book, its editors express the hope that it will explain the basic physics of NMR and its application to human imaging. Unfortunately, they are only partially successful. The book is a collection of papers presented at a symposium in Geneva in 1983, mostly by workers from the UK and the continent. It is in three sections covering basic science, clinical applications and room planning. The opening chapters assume a good knowledge of nuclear physics and, although some of the clinical authors in the second section preface their remarks with a brief account of the physics of NMR imaging, it is a shame that space was not found for a good introductory chapter to simplify the complex concepts for non-physicists.
The clinical chapters give a good summary of
